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WSMT Shareholder Steve Bain, a Leading International Natural 
Resources Attorney, Compares International Mining and Oil and Gas 

Work With DU Students  

 
Steve Bain and Bob Bassett of Holland & Hart, two of America's leading natural 
resources lawyers, spoke recently about the differences and similarities in the 
fields of international mining law and international oil and gas law to a large 
group of University of Denver Sturm College of Law students in the 
Environmental and Natural Resources Law program. 
 
The event, which was sponsored by the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation (RMMLF) and organized by law student Carrie Golden, attracted a 
group of DU law students from the U.S. as well as Canada, Chile, China, Japan, 
Nigeria, and Peru, thus reflecting the widely diverse nature of the ENRL student 
body. 
 
Mr. Bain, a shareholder at Welborn Sullivan Meck & Tooley, teaches 
International and Comparative Petroleum Law & Policy. He noted that mining 
law is in many respects "more regulated" than oil and gas law largely because 
mining has been going on for hundreds of years while the exploration for and 
extraction of oil and gas is a much more recent development. On the other 
hand he noted that oil and gas development takes place worldwide while mining 
development generally happens in more confined regions of the world. 

Don C. Smith, director of the ENRL program, said, "Adjunct Professors Bain and 
Bassett provided a fascinating look at the issues that are uppermost in the 
minds of oil and gas and mining developers. Everyone attending the event as 
well as all the students who have studied under these gentlemen has benefited 
enormously from their insight and experience. The College of Law is privileged 
to have a strong relationship with both Mr. Bain and Mr. Bassett." 

Note: Steve Bain is shown alongside student Alphonsus Ihuoma in the photo. 


